The mission of the Seattle Housing Authority is to enhance
the Seattle community by creating and sustaining decent,
safe and affordable living environments that foster stability
and self-sufficiency for people with low incomes.
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Senator Cantwell visits
Rainier Vista
Announces stimulus
funding for housing in
Washington state
By Virginia Felton
Seattle Housing Authority
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Senator Maria Cantwell (left) and SHA Executive Director Tom Tierney spoke during a
press conference at the Neighborhood House Rainier Vista Center Feb. 17.

SHA tables plan to turn management of
Jefferson Terrace over to DESC
By Voice Staff
The Seattle Housing Authority has discontinued plans to turn over as many as 300 apartments at Jefferson Terrace to the Downtown
Emergency Service Center (DESC) to provide
housing for the chronically homeless.
The plan has proved financially infeasible,
according to a press release.
“As we’ve examined the size of this project
and have gained understanding of the funding available for homelessness issues, it has
become clear that there is not enough to fund
this large a project without denying funds to
many worthy and important programs that
are already in place,” said SHA Executive
Director Tom Tierney.
He added that the plan is no longer being
pursued. “While we were excited about the
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possibility of this new use for Jefferson
Terrace, it has become obvious that funding is not available for a project of this
scale.”
To implement the plan would have
required $12 million in capital funds from
SHA and an additional $2 to $3 million
from DESC.
The proposed partnership had met stiff
opposition from residents of Jefferson Terrace, who said that the building, which is
home to a population of primarily senior
and disabled residents, was unsuitable
for the type of supportive housing for the
chronically homeless.
The proposal was meant to help meet
the Ten-Year Plan to End Homelessness in
King County, as set forth by the Committee to End Homelessness. Both SHA and
DESC are involved with the committee.
One partnership still on the table would
involve turning one floor of Jefferson
Terrace over to respite care, through the
cooperation of the health department and
area hospitals.
SHA is also considering how to develop
the remainder of the Jefferson Terrace site.
The existing building covers about half
of the site.
“We will explore whether some of this
land could be used for new buildings under
a variety of scenarios,” Tierney said. “It
may sound surprising, but a new building
may be more financially feasible than the
use of the existing building, because a
new building would attract funding from
sources beyond the local homelessness
dollars that have been looked to for funding the earlier project.”

On the day that President Obama signed
the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act, Senator Maria Cantwell (D-WA) visited Rainier Vista to emphasize the need
for affordable housing. She spoke about
how the new economic stimulus package
would help to bring jobs and new housing
to King County.
Cantwell described the 20-year old LowIncome Housing Tax Credit Program. It is a
public-private partnership that has produced
more than 24,000 units of housing in King
County.

“In 2008, the Washington State Housing
Finance Commission allocated $138.6 million of federal tax credits to 26 competitive
projects in 13 counties across the state. Due
to the credit crunch, 11 of those projects are
ready to begin construction. But because
of the credit crunch they have not found
enough investors to raise all the capital
they need.
“This bill directly addresses that problem.
The bill will let the state housing finance
agencies trade in some of their 2009 allocated low-income tax credits in exchange for
a direct grant. This is money they can put to
work right away so we don’t lose ground on
these ready-to-go projects.”
As a member of the Senate Finance Committee, Cantwell has long been an advocate
for the low-income tax credit program. She
has worked to make the program more efPlease see “Cantwell” on Page 2

Denny Terrace residents comfort bus crash victims
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Denny Terrace residents (left to right) Mary Margaret Willoughby, Donald Gardner,
Cinda Lium, Ed Ward, Michael Porter and Janice Linderman pose with the certificate
of appreciation presented to them by East Precinct Operations Lt. Sean O’Donnell and
signed by Seattle Police Chief Gil Kerlikowske for providing the passengers from the
I-5/Melrose Ave bus crash on Dec. 19, 2008 a warm place to recover. Not pictured is
Mark Iverson.
By Claire McDaniel
bus and pushed it further over the edge.”
Seattle Housing Authority
Afraid that the buses might go all the
way over the edge onto the freeway, passenImages of the Northwestern Trailways bus gers, most in their teens and early twenties,
hanging dangerously over the ledge about 20 scrambled out through the windows.
A group of residents at SHA’s Denny
feet above Interstate 5 in Seattle were all over
Terrace on Melrose Avenue spontaneously
the local and national news on Dec. 19.
Three buses carrying young people from decided to comfort the emotionally shaken
the Columbia Basin Job Corps Center in passengers. Resident Janice Linderman
Moses Lake were looking for a detour around offered the use of the Denny Terrace Comthe closed Denny Way to get to Downtown munity Room where she and Cinda Lium
Seattle. Two of the buses decided to turn took the lead with the help of Mary-Margaret
down East Thomas Street, not realizing how Willoughby, Donald Gardner, Ed Ward, Misteep and icy it was until it was too late. As chael Porter and Mark Iverson in serving the
reported by The Seattle Times, “The first bus passengers food and coffee while the medics
slid across Melrose Street, crashed through checked for injuries and police officers interthe guardrail over I-5 and edged out over the viewed and identified everyone.
freeway. The second bus then struck the first
Please see “Denny” on Page 5
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Free yoga class offered
at Rainier Vista Center
By Claire McDaniel
Seattle Housing Authority
Do you want to increase your flexibility and reduce
your stress level? Have you been putting off working out
because you can’t afford to join a gym? Well, now if you
are a woman and live in Rainier Vista, you have no excuses
to delay any longer.
The Neighborhood House Rainier Vista Center is offering
a free Yoga Class to community members throughout 2009.
You can join in the fun every Tuesday morning from 8:45
to 9:45 a.m. in the Paul Allen Room on the first floor at the
Rainier Vista Center, located at 4410 29th Avenue South.
The class is taught by Adelaide Merlo, who also teaches
yoga classes for Seattle Parks and Recreation. Dressed all
in black, with short red hair, Merlo’s presence is calming
and her instructions are simple and easy to follow. Mats are
provided, or you can bring your own. Whether experienced
or a beginner, you can work at your own pace and leave
feeling relaxed.
The free class is made possible by the University of
Washington, which paid for Merlo’s services for one year.
The idea for the class came out of the Neighborhood House
Focus Groups held in 2007.
“Neighborhood women from the East African community
really wanted some type of exercise class in their own backyard that they could participate in. We thought a Yoga class
would be something different and it’s not real intensive. It’s
not like aerobics and it’s pretty calming,” Merlo said.
It was requested that the class be for women only because
for cultural reasons the East African women didn’t feel
comfortable going to a traditional coed gym.
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The yoga class at the Neighborhood House Rainier Vista Center practices the warrior pose, which increases stamina.
“Now we just need to spread the word,” Merlo said.
Flyers have been posted in English and other languages
in the community. Speaking English is not necessary to
enjoying the class.
“I try to demonstrate more than I normally would for the

Rainier Vista teen wins
King County Youth of the
Year competition
On Feb. 10, Boys & Girls Clubs of King County held their
annual Youth of the Year luncheon at Benaroya Hall. From
a field of 11 dynamic young men and women, Michael Davis
was announced the winner of the competition.
Michael, a junior at O’Dea High School, joined the Rainier
Vista Boys & Girls Club when he
was just 5 years old.
“The Club is my home away
from home, a place where I can go
and be myself,” said Michael. “It
isn’t just a positive place for kids,
it’s a safe place. And where I come
from, that’s everything.”
In his emotional acceptance
speech, Michael thanked Club staff
and his mom for being a “superwoman.”
Michael Davis
Michael grew up in a foster home
though he is not a foster child. His single mother has been a
foster parent for over 18 years. He spoke of the difficulties of
sharing his mother’s time and attention with his foster siblings.
Although Michael’s father lives minutes away from his son,
Michael has never had a relationship with his dad. He considers Bill Burton, Executive Director of the Rainier Vista Boys
& Girls Club, to be the father that he never had.
Michael jokes that Denise Lewis, the Unit Director at the
Club, is his second mom with, “eyes in the back of her head,
too. Nothing gets by her.”
Today, Michael is a self reliant, kind-hearted young man;
a pillar of strength for his mom and a role model to his foster
siblings. He hopes to attend USC and pursue a career in engineering.
As part of winning the King County Youth of the Year title,
Michael received a $2,500 education scholarship and will now
advance to the state level of the competition.

benefit of non-English speakers,” Merlo said.
If you are interested in the class or need more information, please contact Kate Farmer, Rainier Vista Center site
manager for Neighborhood House, at 206-461-4568 ext.
211 or katef@nhwa.org.
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“I started knocking on doors and more people got
involved — making them coffee and getting cookies,”
Lium said.
“Somebody had brought the kids into the building.
We got chairs for them so they could sit down. A bunch
of us rounded up the usual suspects who help in these
situations. We went up to our apartments and brought
down tea, cocoa, cookies, crackers and listened to them
talk and tell their stories,” Linderman said.
Fortunately, there were only minor physical injuries.
The passengers described the harrowing moments before they evacuated the buses and were taken to safety.
“While the kids were climbing out the windows and
out the back, the bus driver was trying to back up from
the ledge. They then saw the other bus driver coming
right at them,” Linderman said.
“Understandably, they were pretty shaken up. We got
some of them cell phones to use so they could call their
moms. One mother who arrived on the scene was so appreciative. She gave me a hug,” Lium said.
Officer John Skommesa of the Seattle Police Department was so impressed with the kindness and generosity
of this group of Denny Terrace residents that he sent an
email to Property Manager Anna Corbett praising their
efforts and expressing “heartfelt thanks” from his Acting
Sergeant Sina Ebinger.

homeWorks

Continued from Page 3
Also, the public bathroom and community kitchen are
being renovated and made more accessible.
At a Construction Kick-Off at 3 p.m. March 5, West
Town View residents will get to meet the contractors and
learn more about the work in their building.
Work will be less intense at this building than at all of
the previous homeWorks buildings. Because the pipes
are still in good shape at West Town View, they don’t
The voice

Community notes
RV Citizens Review Committee to meet
The Rainier Vista Citizen Review Committee
will meet at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 18 in
the McBride Court Community Room.
The agenda for the meeting includes a presentation by Seattle Housing Authority staff on changes
to the Rainier Vista development plan. As a result
of these changes, the Housing Authority will work
with the City Council to change the agreement
between the City and the Housing Authority.
In the revised plan, Seattle Housing will continue to carry out the commitment to one-to-one
replacement housing serving extremely low-income households (those whose incomes are at or
below 30 percent of the Area Median Income). The
changes will suggest that some of these units will be
built off-site rather than on-site at Rainier Vista.
Community members are welcome to attend
the meeting.
New Web site for RV community
Community members looking for updates about
the Rainier Vista community can now turn to www.
newrainiervista.com for information.
To make announcements to the Web site, contact
Christina Gillman at christina@dolcedeleria.com
or post them to the Web site.
need to be replaced. In addition, minor work has already
been happening there off and on since last year, including
roofing, elevator refurbishment, and most recently the
installation of the new phone-operated entry system.
Meanwhile, at Ross Manor, the window replacement work during homeWorks is a distant memory.
However, smaller-scale construction is still underway.
The elevators are being refurbished and the entry gate
on Western Avenue is being reconfigured to make it
more accessible.

